
 
 

Our World – A Universal Church Topic  

EYFS - OUR WORLD - EXPLORE 
What we love and wonder about our world 

 
• Children can talk about their own experiences 

of the world and what they love about our 
world 

• Children might be able to say what fills them 
with wonder about the world.  

 
Activity: 
Go outside and enjoy a nature walk.  Take a magnifying lens if you have one.  Look around you at all 
the wonderful things you can see – flowers, birds, trees, insects, etc. etc.  Take a close look at the 
detail you see and talk about everything you can see, hear, smell, touch and possibly taste.  Take some 
photos. Collect some leaves, feathers etc.  (Remember not to pick the wildflowers!) 
What is it that you liked the best on your walk?  Why? 
Is there anything you saw that you don’t like – anything that 
spoils our world?  (– litter, graffiti etc.)   
When you get home, look at all the photos that you have 
taken and talk about the beauty in each. 
Perhaps you could make a collage of the things you have 
collected and / or make some leaf prints. 
 
Give each child a leaf shape and ask them to say what they 
wondered about on their walk.  Write it on the leaf and add 
it to your collage or leaf prints. 
 
Talk with the children about how we should look after 
things in our world, so they don’t get spoiled. 

*Note to parents.  
This work comes from the Come and See Religious Education programme which is taught in all Catholic schools 
in the Archdiocese of Liverpool. We have given a general guide to the learning opportunities that your child 
may have come across in school and have only suggested and selected a small amount of the programme. The 
activities aim to keep Religious Education practical and fun. They are in Year groups however, there is no harm 
in completing other year group work as this will help your child to remember and strengthen their learning. 
Please only choose the activities you and your child wish to complete. There are lots of suggestions to help 
you choose. 
The first part of learning is called – EXPLORE. This shares your child’s everyday experiences and helps them to 
see how the Catholic faith is lived in their everyday lives as the theme progresses. The second part, called – 
REVEAL shares bible stories, religious teachings, lives of saints etc. that can relate to their everyday life.  
This theme is a Universal Church theme and shows the Church at work throughout the world.   
CAFOD resources are mentioned throughout and can be accessed on their website:  comeandsee.cafod.org.uk 

You will have to log in to use the resources, but they are plentiful, fun and free to use. 



YEAR 5 – STEWARDSHIP – EXPLORE 
Caring for the Earth 

 
• Children may be able to show how feelings and beliefs about caring for the earth affect 

people’s behaviour.  
• Children may be able to show how their own and others’ decisions about how they care for the 

earth are informed by beliefs and values.  
 

Ask the children to write down on the template of the earth: 
1.  A person/people on earth they care about. 
2.  A place on earth they care about. 
3.  Something on the earth they care about. 
 
When we care for something, we have some responsibility for it, and we are stewards of it.  
When we look after something, this is called stewardship. Often, the word stewardship is used to refer 
to a responsibility to take care of something that is owned by someone else to make it sustainable.  In 
simple terms, sustainability means taking into account the impact that our choices will have on other 
people, future generations and on the earth that nourishes us. 
 
The children might like to Investigate a current environmental issue, e.g. river pollution, deforestation, 
disposal of plastic etc. 
You can see some on the CAFOD website – follow the links to ‘The Task of Stewardship’ 
 https://comeandsee.cafod.org.uk/Year-5-resources#file-20965 
 
Discuss this and making links to show how their feelings and experience around caring for the earth 
affect what they think and do in their everyday lives. 
 

 
Ask the children to write on a leaf templates ideas of 
ways to care for the earth and the reasons why we 
should care for it, (e.g. respect the flowers, protect 
the birds, honour the land, care for the water etc.). 
The leaves can then be added together to make a 
tree of stewardship. 
 
On one of the leaves, copy this poem: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Look to this day for it is life, 
the Very breath of life… 

For yesterday is already a dream 
and tomorrow is only a vision. 

But today, well lived, 
makes yesterday a dream of happiness 

and every tomorrow a dream of hope. 
Look well, therefore, to this day. 

 
Ancient Sanskrit Poem 

 

https://comeandsee.cafod.org.uk/Year-5-resources#file-20965


 

YEAR 5 – STEWARDSHIP – REVEAL 
The Church is called to Stewardship of Creation 

 
• Children may be able to give reasons and show they understand why Christians, because of 

their religious belief, are concerned about the stewardship of creation and how this concern 
makes them act in a particular way to look after it.  

• Children may be able to make links between scripture and the belief of caring for creation.  
 
Read the passage below from the book of Genesis 1: 26-31 which tells us how we are made to be like 
God and explain that after God created the earth, God created humans. 

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over 
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over 
all the creatures that move along the ground.” 

So God created mankind in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created them;  
    male and female he created them. 

God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue 
it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves 
on the ground.” 

Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree 
that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food.   And to all the beasts of the earth and all 
the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the 
breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.”  

And it was so.  God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and 
there was morning—the sixth day. 

Explain that all people are made in the image and likeness of God and that means that each person has 
dignity and is to be treated with respect. Creation is not ours to own but it is on loan to us for the time 
we live on the earth. The text just read, tells us of our responsibility to take care of the earth and 
everything in it; that is to be good stewards. We must protect and sustain it for future generations. 

The challenge we face is to halt this destruction and heal, wherever possible, the damage already done 
to the planet. Sometimes our actions encourage other people to act too. They see what can be done 
and join in. This is called leading by example or by witness. 
 
Fortunately, there are many people who are concerned about Creation and want to live a more 
ecological or green lifestyle. St. Francis is the patron saint of Ecology. Ecology, which comes from the 
Greek word meaning house or home, is about being at home on earth and ensuring the good 
relationship between created things. The desire for a more ecological or green lif style brings together 
people, of different religions, races and cultures.  Pope Francis calls the earth our common home 
because it belongs to us all and we should all be stewards of it. 
 
Look at the statements below and decide which is good stewardship and which is not.   
Make a collage of the good stewardship statements and put the poor ones in the recycling bin. 
 



 
Statements: 
 

Jon gave some of his birthday pocket money to CAFOD. 
 
Jill bought a new pair of shoes, wore them for a week and then decided that 
she didn’t want to wear them anymore.   
 
Kim leaves the tap on when cleaning his teeth, but he has really quick showers. 
 
Joe went to London to go on a march to protect the world against Climate 
Change. Joe travelled to London by car (the journey took 4 hours).  
 
Dad fills the kettle full to the top when he is making a cup of tea for himself.   
 
In Miss Jones’ class the children write on both sides of the page in their 
exercise books. 
 
When the Banks family moved to a new house they took their curtains with 
them and altered them to make them fit the new windows.   
 
Each week the children take turns to pick up litter from the school playground. 
 
The school council persuaded their teachers to drink Fairtrade tea and coffee. 
 
The local supermarket gives out free plastic bags. 
 
The water pump in Kalisowe, Zambia is powered by solar panels. 
 
In Rwanda plastic bags have been banned. 
 
The gold mining company in Honduras have allowed deadly chemicals used to 
clean the gold to leak into the water supply and make local people very ill.   
 
At a plastic-bottle recycling centre in East Timor they are looking at ways to 
recycle and reuse.  It only takes one plastic cup to make a pencil and twenty-
five plastic bottles can be reused to make a fleece jacket.   
 
The president of a country uses his aid budget to buy limousines for the 
politicians. 
 
A big office block leaves its lights on all night for security reasons, wasting 
huge amounts of energy. 
 
 
 



 
Catholic Social Teaching: 
A Key Principle – Stewardship of creation. 

The earth and all life on it is God’s creation. We are called to take care of it because it is a holy gift 
from God and the only place we can live. When we make bad or thoughtless use of the earth’s 
resources, many people suffer. When we make poor choices about how we treat other living things 
(people, animals, plants) we cause life to be less than God intends. Making wise choices about the 
care of God’s creation is called good stewardship.                                           Anne E, Neuberger 2005.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A story of good stewardship: 
The people of the Cabrican in Guatemala are changing the way they live, to protect their local 
environment. 
 
For generations cutting down trees for firewood and building has been many people’s job, but the 
community realised that if they carried on, they wouldn’t have any trees left! They needed to think of 
other jobs that they could do to look after their families, while at the same time respecting the 
environment and the trees around them. 
 
That’s where Radio Balam Estereo steps in. People 
learn how and why it is important to protect the 
environment by listening to the radio. It explains 
everything in the local language, called Mam, and it 
even teaches people about different jobs so that they 
don’t need to cut down the trees. Now people are 
learning to weave to support their families. 
 



“I’ve taught our neighbours and friends to weave and children are learning from their families.          
Now a lot of people in the community are weaving. The radio encourages people to do this.”                                         

                                                                                             Arturo Mendes CAFOD partner 
 

The radio station is also promoting “reforestation”, to replace the trees that have 
already been cut down. Up to 20,000 seedlings can be planted in one year! It’s 
important as a community to replace the trees, as they act as live barriers against 
mud slides during hurricanes – something the people of Cabrican and Guatemala 
know only too well after the devastating effects of Hurricane Stan in October 2005. 
 
People have really tuned in to the lessons being shared by Radio Balam Estereo, 
and it shows. Now whole communities are working together to make changes for a 
sustainable future. 
 

Ask the children to think about the practical ways they can be a steward of creation.   
They might like to plan and produce some publicity materials informing people why Christians feel it is 
important to steward God’s creation wisely or to produce a Stewardship Charter for their local 
environment, showing that they understand how religious belief in being good stewards of God’s 
creation shapes people’s lives. (e.g. litter in the street or recycling projects).  ‘We are called by God and 
the Church to………………….because……………….. 
 
CAFOD works to ensure poor people benefit from the natural resources of their nation and to have a 
say over how these resources are used. CAFOD campaigns to help make sure companies act 
responsibly, as stewards of creation and to see that ordinary people are treated well. 
 
God is concerned for anyone who is treated unfairly. In Isaiah’s book, we hear how God makes that 
clear: 

Learn to do good; see that justice is done, help those who are oppressed, 
give orphans their rights and defend widows.                                                                     Isaiah 1: 17 
 

At the end of all the work you have done on STEWARDSHIP, say this prayer called, ‘Walk Lightly’ 
together: 
 

Each leaf, each petal, 
each grain, each person, 

sings your praises, 
Creator God. 

 
Each creature on the earth, 

all the mountains and great seas 
show your glory, 

Spirit of love. 
 

And yet the hand of greed 
has patented and plundered 

your splendour, 
has taken and not shared 

your gift, 
has lived as owner of the earth, 

not guest. 
 

And so 
the ice is cracked 

the rivers dry, 
the valleys flooded 

and the snowcaps melt. 

 
God our Father, show us 

how to step gently, 
how to live simply, 
how to walk lightly 

with respect and love 
for all that you have made. 

Amen                
                                                                                      

Linda Jones/CAFOD 


